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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

District Attorney Susan K. Treadaway
Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit, Cherokee County, Georgia

| | It iz an honor to present you with the 2023

Annual Hri:u:rrl. for the Office of the District
Attorney, Blue Ridge Judicial Circult, Cherokee
County. Contained within these pages is a
snapshot of what our incredible team of 71
dedicated staff members has accomplished in a
year's time.

During the year, our office cloged 1,639 cases and
npq:nr:l 1L.485 new cases, for a closure rate of
110%. About 44% of the closed cases invobeed
felony drug charges, and nearly 30% were cases
handled by the Domestic Yiolence Unit anc
Special Vietims Unit

We presented 33 trials to Superior Court judges,
and owr victim advocates assisted 4,183 victims
{12% aof whom were 1;|'|i||;||‘r.nb, We alzso pl'i,:m,rm;l;:ql
666 cases 1o the grand jury for indlctment and
filed 504 accusations.

Even as the Justice Center was bustling with activity in all four of the courtrooms, our stall stayed
connected to our community through civic organizations and events, providing training to our law
enforcement partners and other agencies, leading multi-disciplinary team organizations, and serving as
représentativies of Cherokee County throughout the state of Georgia and beyond.

In addition, during the year, we issued press releases to inform the public about major cases and other
issues related to the Office of the District Attorney. We also maintained a website and social media
presence, and we regularly reached out (o residents through speaking engagements and community
events to educate citizens about crime trends and the criminal justice system.

I'd alzc like to highlight senior staff members for their hard work and dedication, including Chief
Assistant District Attorney Katie Gropper, Chief Investigator Brandon Owens, and Office Manager Lisa
Williams: our 1.-|‘|1|:|]l,:|3-r-|:.-= of the Vear Assistant District .-'l.ll.nrnq.-:.- I'-'.EIIF Chavis, ||11.'t-ral.ig:|'l.1:|:r h::.'lt;- Snth,
Senior Secretary Mackenzie Lyvers; and our many other staffl members who go above and beyvond every
day to serve the citizens of Cherokee County.

Thank you for taking the time to read about our work, [ am proud to lead this team and honored to
gerve as Cherokee County’s District Attorney.

= District Attorney Susan K. Treadaway
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OFFICE OVERVIEW

Organizational Structure

Trial teams are staffed by prosecutors,
investigators, vietim advocates, and
administeative stall, 1-.'|:_|-rJ-:i|1g ln::lgt.-llll::r. Créeneral
trial tEams are ;.1.'-:5.ig111'1;| to each of the four

Superior Court judges.

Our Romestic Violence Unit, Special Victims
Unit, and Gang /Organized Crime Unit offer
specialized prosecution for crimes that involve
domestic violenee, ¢hild abuse, elder abuse,
crminal strest gangs, i crrgitl:l.l:.-::_'d CRImie,

The Juvenile Court Division handles acts
invalving minors, including delingquent acts,
children in need of services, and traflic offenses.
An appellate Court prosecutor handles appeal
cases. Our office also offers Accountability Court
and Pre-Trial Diversion

Fage 04

Background

The Office of the District Attorney prosecutes
felony crimes committed within the Blue Ridge
Judicial Circuit, which is located in Cherokee
County, Leargia. W'nrl-:lng ina team structure,
staff members collaborate with law enforcement
agencies and organizations that provide services
to victims of crime.

By year-end 2023, our staff consisted of T
employees, including 27 attorneys, 21
investigators, 10 victim advocates, B senior
secretaries, an office manager, intelligence
analyst, terminal agency coordinator, diversion
coordinator, and public information officer.

In 2023, our office added a courthouse canine to
provide support and comfort to crime victims.

Ten victlm advocates ensure that victims are
informed, present, and heard, and that the
{'rl:-'urgl:l Crime Victim s Bill of Higll.lu 1% Tol bovw el

Throughout the criminal justice process, these
advocates communicate with victims to provide
notification of court dates, obtain restitution
information, assist in :||:||:li1.'i||_|.: for crime victims'
compensation, attend meetings with the
prosecutor, and accompany victims to court. After
a case closes, advocates k|,'1'|'| victims inlormed of
important events, such as release from custody,
restitution payments, and vielation of probation.

In 2023, advocates assisted 4,183 individuals in
few anecl L':t.i'ﬂiuj__[ Clses, i|:|.|.']l|:|:lil|j__[ Sl new
victims of violent and property crime. The DHstrict
Attorney's Office received 127,373 in federal
grant fumds to support this program,
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OFFICE OVERVIEW

Susan K. Treadaway Sworn In as
Cherokee County District Attorney

On June 1, 2023, Governoar Brian P Kl.'mp CRTR T
in Susan K. Treadaway as District Attornmey for
the Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit. District Attorney
Treadaway has served the citizens of Georga as
a felony prosecutor for the past 20 vears,

Eenbor staff gathered at the Capttol for the seenring tn
ceremony of District Altormey Susam K Tresdatay,

Staff Members Honored

In December, stafl meéembers were honored for
1.'I1_:|'|,.'«ili|l:l1ll.1:il'lg woark and l,':cl;:i.'pl:inn.ul SEFVICE 1O
Cherokee County.

Assistant District Attorney Kelly Chavis was
selected as Prosecutor of the Year, Semor
Secretary Mackenzie Lyvers was recognized as
Team Member of the Year, and Investigator Kyle
Smith was designated Investigator of the Year.

District Attorney Treadaway also recognized the

Trial Team of the Year, honering individuals who

assisted with the prosecution of a multi-
detendant murder case that ended with a E‘u:ill'!.r
verdict in October 2023,

Office of the District Attorney

Highlights Through 2023

Parker Joins the Team

O first canine staff
member joined the team in
2023, Parker came Lo us
from Tails of Hope, a
nonprofit eorganization that
provides training and
support for service dogs.

Parker and hiz handler,
Deputy Chief Assistant
District Attorney Rachel Parker
Ashe, of the Domestic

Viclence Unit, participate in reégular training to
ensure that Parker can provide best services for
victims of crime who may experience anxiety and
stress as they navigate through the eriminal

_ilt!'il.il.':' EVELE M.

Farker also provides comfort and support to staff
members, law enforcement partners, courthouse
colleagues, and other individuals he comes
across in hiz travels through the Justice Center.
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2023 Data and Analysis

Origination of Felony Cases

MosL néew |-I.'|I:H"I.:-' CaRed receidad I:-:.' the [MstFiet
Attorney's Office originated with criminal
investigations conducted by the Cherckee
Sherills Cffice (1,199). A percentage breakdown
by law enforcement agency is provided below

Cherokee Sherlffs Office - 56%
Woodstock Police = 16%
Canton Police - 14%
“1,'.-“!.' Springs Police - 6%
CMANS - 3%

CCESD Police - 3%

Other Agencies - 2%

Maote: Ball Grownd Pollce, Cherokes Marshal's Office. Georgia
Harean of Investigation, Georgla State Patrol, and Beinhardo
Public Safety are incleded in the "other agencles® category
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Background

The following pages provide analysis of year-cnd
statistics for 2023,

During the year, the District Attorney’s Office
opencd 1,485 cases and closed 1,639, for a closure
rate of 110%. ln 2023, the ludicial Council of
Georgia recognized Cherokee County Superior,
Juvenile, and Magistrate Courts for clearance
rates exceeding 100%.

In 2023, our office clozed 40 serious violent
felony cases and opened an alarming 58 new
serious violent felony cases, which is a 41%
increase over the same types of cases opened in
2022,

2023 Opened Cases by Type
Ol
Proporty e Furveniile

20N

il
0o
Diruggs
17,359
Perscns
H.5%

Trailic
L

RO a0
D60
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Year-End Summary of Data

1,639 CASES
CLOSED

I'he Dastrict

Attorney s Office

ANNUAL TRENDS

2023 Data and Analysis

2023 Cases Involving Children
Victimized by Crime
CLEARANCE
RATE AWARD
I'he Judicial Coundl Meglect
L Witneess 1o Viedent 15.3%

At
38.2%
Phvysical
s Abiges
S 8%
4,183 VICTIMS 33 SUPERIOR 55%
A.ESiS-TED EDUHT TE'ﬂLS Imcrease in coses
igith cliild aritmess
to eholent ot
sexual Aluse
T
2023 Closed Cases by Type Total Closed Cases by Type
O heer
L%

363

Juvenihe

Properiy

109 40
Civil Crthar Traffic
01.5%

Juvenile, Probation Revocations, and
PErsons

1E4% Civil / Asset Forteiture*

745 633

Eevocations Juverle Revocations

P4 LA

Mot incluced in tobel Case cments;
shared here for reference.
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FIVE YEAR TRENDS

From 2019-2023

Trends, Changes, and Highlights
Comparing 2019 to 2023

The number of crime victims
. assisted by the District
6Y9% Attormey's Office increased

69%, from 2019 to Z023.

Mew cases of serfous violent

felonies received by the
1% District Attorney's Office

increased T1%, from 34 to 5E.

Total domestic violence cases

closed by the [DMstrict
Attorney’s Office increased
135%, from 123 to 289,
ScamSidentity theft claims.
@ substantiated by the Elder

Abuse MDT, increased 173%.
from 37 to 101.

Background

An analysis of statistics over the past five years
provides insight on how cases are moving
through the criminal justice system.

The Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit has effcctively
handled the backlog of cases incurred due to the
pandemic shutdowns.: In fact, during the last two
yvears, the District Attorney’s Office presented a
tatal of 77 jury and bench trials to Superior Court.

Cases handled by our Office in 2023 excesded
pre-pandemic numbers, with the expectation of a
continued increase in coming years,

Superior Court Trials
Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit

44

2019 2020 2021 2022
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FIVE YEAR TRENDS

Prosecution of Felony Crimes

1674
Fall 2021 2023

Domestic Violence Cases
Recelved and Closed, 2019-2023

18

B Becehved [ Closed

2023 2021

305 Cases 198 Cases
Beceived Recerved
288 Closed 172 Closed

2019
162 Cases
Beceived
123 Closed

]

Office of the District Attorney

From 2019-2023

Victims of Crime
New and Continuing Cases, 2019-23

2023
4,183 victims
served
2019

2473 victims
served

69%
increase
oTEr 5
I‘EHFI

Elder Abuse

Substantiated Claims Compiled by the
Cherohee County Elder Abuse MDT

Careghver B 42

Caregiver

I"l'ﬂ'Fl-ﬁ'l't:F 210 3
Thedn

Other
P'n:lpqlrt}' (1}
Theft
Scamy!
Identiny
Thelt

Meglect
Meplect

i

W20k 203
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TRAINING

Building And Honing Skills

Professional Development

I'he [Hstrict Attorney £ CHTice 15 commitied (o
providing training for our staff members.

In 2023, prosecutors attended many conferences,
ir||.'||||:|.i||.g the 2020 Retal f]ri_'jtrli.:.':l:'i! Crime
Conference in Toronto, training provided by the
Lowisiana Bureau of Investigations S¢x Crimes
Unit, Retail Industry Leaders Association Asset
Protection Conference, National District
Attorneys Association 2023 Trial Advocacy Series,
the GROC Retail Crime Conference, Georgia Gang
Investigators Association Conference,

Pross |.'|:'||1j|11_'|' .-'|.l!n:rr|11':.'.~\." Council of t]rl:rri_"'iil
Juvenile Court and summer conference (as well as
other PAC training), Georgia Commission on
Family Yiolence Conference, Council of
|"|.|?|:'-|'|=|:l:|'|.'|I:||I|1':.- Court ]IH]j:EI.-’:\ conference, bagic
litigation at the Georgia Public Safety Training
Center, and other training. At many of these
conferences, our prosecutors also served as
||r|:'~:1'|1 LS.

FPage 10

Background

The importance of professional development
cannot be overstated. Training builds and hones
skills, improves morale, and énsures that our
office provides excellent service to the citizens of
Cherokee County.,

Investing in education and training for employess
iz a win=win. Highly trained staff become sought-
after experts in their ficld, often serving as
presenters at professional conferences, speaking
on a myriad of issues at local, state, national, and
even international functions, In the photo on the
left, Deputy Chiefl Assistant District Attorney
Rachel Hines of the Special YVictims Unit delivers
rr'allllil'lg to lacal law enforcement officers

Investigators attended regularly scheduled in-
service training to hone their skills. This training
included content mandated by the state as well as
additional training on crimes against children,
evidence handling, an overview of county
narcolics operations, and other impartant issucs
In addition, investigators attended external
training on investigating gang crimes, organized
retail theft, child abuse, sexual assaults, human
trafficking, computer forensics, and domestic
viglence,

Vietim Advocates and other |rrn:h|1_'.=:~::|1:-n:|! slall
members attended in-service and external
training related to Crime Victims Compensation
and Restitution, Georgia Pardons and Paroles,
ProntoTrak monitoring, vYictim services, domestic
viodlence and child abuse, computer forensics,
communications and crisis management, anmd
other content.

2023 Annual Report

TRAINING

Sharing Expertise With Other Agencies

atall members represented Cherokee County at
engagements throughout the year including: (1)
Creorgia Attorney General Chris Carr's Anti-Gang
Metwork meeting, (2) the 2023 Retail Organized
Crame Conlerance i Toronto, where District
Attorney Susan K. Treadaway was the keynote
speaker, (3) law enforcement training hosted by
the Special Victims Unit, including a presentation
by Special Victims Unit Deputy Chiel ADA Rachel
Hines, (4) Georgia Eetailers Organized Crime
Alliance's conference, during which our office
was recognized for work on a major case,

Office of the District Attorney

(3} CCSD police vraining hosted by the Juvenile
riviston, (63 DMstinguished Young Women of
Georgia experienced a mock trial and
presentations, (V) Woodstock Palice & Fire Public
!'-'.ul'l."l'!.' .-"u.':uh'n::.- invited District }L!ll::-rm':.' Susan K.
Treadaway to present on the criminal justice
syatem, (B) Georgla Commission on Family
Violence annual conference included a
presentation by the Domestic Violence Unit
Deputy Chief ADA Rachel Ashe and Legal Program
Director Tommie DeGonzague, of the Cherokee
County Family Violence Center

[ L et T
EREmr A AROE
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GANG/ORGANIZED CRIME

New Prosecution Unit Established in 2023

Armed Robbery Linked to Bloods

On March 17, 2023, Dante Dashawn Woods, 22,
entered a negotiated guilty ples te vielation of
the Gang Act, armed robbery, and possession of a
firearm during the commission of a felony.

!'Lurrl.-ril:lr LCoart ]IJ-I11-_‘|I' [ Riviel
Cannon, Ir., sentenced Woods to
25 years with the first 12 years
to serve in prison without
parole. Woods is alse banned
from Cherokee County and

- forbidden to have contact with
Dante YWoods criminal street gang members or

assoCIales,

Woods' co-defendant, Jahlen
Merritt, 22, in 2022 pled guilty
far his part in this crime and
was sentenced to 20 years with
k the first 10 vears to serve in
Jahlan Merrit confinement without parale,

l..'.

Page 12

Background

The Georgia Street Gang Terrorism and
Prevention Act was enacted In response to the
clear and present danger that criminal gang
members pose to citizens. With this in mind,
District Attorney Susan K. Treadaway established
the Gang /Organized Crime Unit in 2023, Multi-
defendant gang cases require extensive
investigation, effective prosecution, and often
long jury trials, The prosecutors-and investigators
in the Gang Unit have the specialized training and
experience to handle the intricacies of these
CARES,

Pictured here is defendant Dante Woods (story
below) and other gang members throwing up the
Bloods gang sign in a music video,

Charges stem from an armed robbery that
aecurred on December 5, 2019, in the
Chattahoochee Technical College parking lot.

I}llrmg (WaTH] n:llrtwr!r'_ Wil s |:|1:|:::|l¢'4l a hirearm at
the victim while Merritt took his wallet, iPhone,
and a hjl'll;ll.! MrPod. Merritt also vsed a mohile
finance app to steal money from the victim's bank
account by transferring funds 1o himsell,

Later that day, Merrltt and two other men
commitied a similar armed robbery in Colbaly
1.'-;1|ml'_|.'_ ||.5-.i||g the Same WL pOn and vehiele, This
second crime was significant because Merritt was
wearing a red bandana. In the Bloods gang, a red
bandana represents allegiance to the gang and is
commoenly carried or worn during the
commission of criminal activity Lo giu' crechit Lo
the gang and to instill fear in the community. The
state’s evidence showed that Merritt earned the
right ta display the red bandana as a “Mlag” for

[Comtinwed on nexi page]

2023 Annual Report

GANG/ORGANIZED CRIME

the Bloods in the second armed I'ﬂi:ll:ll::r:i' ased on
his participation in the Inltlal erime. The victims
provided law enforcement with a description of
the suspects and the firearm they used
Woodstock Police used an electronic receipt from
the mobile finance app to identily Merritt then
issued a BOLO to local agencies.

The defendants’ cell |a-|||:rr||.' |a-n:l1.'i1l1,'|:| kl:ﬂ_,-'
Information in the prosecution of this case,
including a conversation in which Woods and
Merritt discussed committing " licks™ and another
conversation in which Merritt asked Woods abouot
going on hiz “walk,” which is a term used to
describe initiation into a gang through the
commission of criminal activity

String of Auto Break-Ins Lead to
Prison for Gang Members

Seven gang members pled guilty to the Georgia
Street Gang Terrorism and Prevention Act and
the E':e:m"g’i;l BICO Act. All weare semntencad 1o
prison, banned from Cherokee County, and
forbidden to have contact with any criminal
street gang members or associates,

Charges stem from break-ins of approximately 50
viehicles in the summer of 2019, On June 29, 2009,
and July 1, 2008, members of the Mine Trey
GCangsters, Bloods, and Goodlallaz travelad to
Cherokee County to steal money, firearms, and
property from cars in the Canton Heights, Great
Sky, River Brooke, River Green, and Sage Hill

q

Members of crintinal street gangs canme to Cheroliee County in 2009 1o break tibe cars. These seven indivlduals were arrestied
antd prosecuted for their crimes [left to rght]: Tyjeon Shecom Burch, Ohenn Chajuan Dawson, Guinn Chapan Doacsoan,
Jucguez Daguan [eey. Cuoanjovis docayne Jnes, Detravious Long, and Darell Moo

Office of the District Attorney

C

Major Cases Closed in 2023

A Ring camera captured an image of defendant Cheinm
Dassan pointing o gun ot o frond doer, Dasson beter todd
lane enforrcement that {f the homeowner hd opened the door,
e would have fired the gun if necessary,

neighborhoods. In total, the group stole five
fircarms, three automobiles, and personal items.

Law enforcement apprehended Tyjuan Shecorn
Burch, Cuinn '['|'|."|ju.ljl Dawson, J.'||:'|:|,|.I£':.': J'.I..'lqu.,n'l
Ivey, Darell Marrion, and two juveniles when they
returned to Cherokee County to continue their
Crime spree on ]I.Il!..' 1, 200,

Johnmarvalious *Wixked™ Givens, Quanjavis
“Boochie” Jawayne Jones, and Detravious “Trey”
Long werse apprehended later after being
identified by the District Attorney's Oifice,

The seven co-defendants entered negotiated
;g:lil.l:.' pleas, with |!||:':|r'i||.g.'-: held on differant
dates over the course of two vears, from
February 2021 through March 2023, All were
sentenced to serve time in prison,

m 4|I b
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GANG/ORGANIZED CRIME

Major Cases Closed in 2023

Jury Finds 7 Defendants Guilty in Hamilton Inn Gang Murder Trial

A Cherokee County jury found seven defendants
Builty in 8 gang case involving murder, drugs,
armel rnhbrr}', el r'm,'krlc'rrll'l.g. Mine other co-
defendants pled guilty to their charges in
separate procecdings.

The Cherokee Sheriff's Office began investigating
thiz case on June 26, 2020, after Jon-David Russel
Johnzon, 41, of Newnan, was murdered near the
Hamilton Inn hotel on Wade Green Road in
Acworth,

Dretectives determingd that multiple individuals
were invalved in the murder, Together, these
individuals committed crimes to support a drg
trafficking organization that used a prizson broker
system linked to drug cartels. The criminal
entarprise was composéd of associates from two
street gangs: Surefos and Ghost Face ﬂ.ung:«:ll;:r:i,

The trial took place September 27-October 13,
2023, Aner deliberating for four days, the jury
found all defendants guilty. Kevin Saucedo was
found guilty of felony murder.

Sepen defendants teere found quiley tn
a jury trial. They included. left to réght
[rom the togp: Kevin Soucedo, Jeremiah
Barber, Edpar Cemacho-Cruz, Kiyatal
Camphell, Francisce De Lo Crez, Jose
Jiraenes, and Képin Saucedo

Convictions and sentences, ag imposed by Chief
Judge Ellen MeElyvea are as follows:

Kevin Saucedo, 25, Alpharetia, was convicted of
felony murder (3 counts), violation of Gang Act (9
counts), criminal attempl Lo Commit armed
robbery, conspiracy to commit robbery,
aggravated assault, pogsession of a firearm during
commission of a felony, and violation of RICO

Act. He was sentenced to life, plus 5 years in

|:|rixu|‘|,

Jeremiah Glenn Barber, 42, Trion, incarcerated
at time of crimes, was convicted of criminal
attempt to commit armed robbery, congpiracy to
commit robbery, and violation of the RICO Act.
He was sentenced ag o recidivist to 30 years, with
the first 15 years in prison withouwt parale
clig’ihi]il}' and the remainder on |:|1'\-|.11:|a1.i1,:|r.|.

Edgar Camacho-Cruaz, 23, Lawrenceville, was
convicted of criminal attempt to commit armed
robhery, violation of Gang Act (2 counts),
conspiracy 1o commit robbery, and violation of
RICO Act. He must serve 20 years, with the first 8
years in prison and the remainder on probation,

Krystal Dianna Campbell, 34, Gordon County,
was convicted of criminal attempt to commit
armed robbery, Conspiracy to commit robbery,
and violation of RICO Act. She was sentenced Lo
30 vears, with the firgt 10 years in prison and the
remainder on probation.

Francisco Javier De La Cruz, 28, Roswell,
incarcerated at the time of the crimes, was
convicted of criminal attempt to commit armed
rabbery, violation of Gang Act (4 counts),
conspiracy to commit robbery, and violation of
RICO Act. He must serve 30 vears, with the first 8
vears in prison and the remainder on probation,

[Contimied on Bexl page]
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GANG/ORGANIZED CRIME

Major Cases Closed in 2023

Jose Lara Jimenez, 33, incarcerated at the time of
the crimes, was convicted of criminal attempt to
commit armed robbery, violation of Gang Act (3
counts), conspiracy to commit robbery. and
violation of RICO Act. He was sentenced a5 a
recidivist to 50 years, with the first 20 years in
prison witlhout '|:|:|r'|:r|r qlligtihili“.'.

David Solano, 23, Roswell, was convicted of
criminal attempt to commit arméed robbery,
violation of {'rimg ACL (4 counts), l,:ulﬁ;::il;ll.:},' (3]
commit robhery, and possession of a firearm

The scheme that led to the murder of Jon-
Dhavid *J0" Russel lohnson incedved multiple
gang members, some of whom were
tncarcerated at the tine,

Fictured ahove (left to rightlk Dawid Solano
and Kevin Saucedo instde nearby gas stations
om thee day of tee murder; Francisce Japier De
La Cruz throwing up gang signs in an image
Jound on a contraband cell phone inside
prizon; Edgar Camache-Criz holding
handguns found on his personal cell plone,
Tuege om right: defendants conducting
surpeillance at a gas station prior fo the
mitirder.

Office of the District Attorney

during the commission of a felony (2 counts). He
must serve 35 vears, with the first 20 yvears in
prizon and the remainder on probat ion.

Hine additional co-defendants who pled guilty to
their charges included: Jordan Emilo Arias-
Espinoza, Josue Davicd Exesbar, Joge Daniael
Gasca=-Soliz, Jason Brian Graves, Kala Lesann
Kenny aka Kala Lecann MceClure, Shene Lucretia
Kirk, Katelyn Nicole Middlebrooks, Eric Joseph
MNeal, and Gilbert Alexander Rodrigues.
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SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT

Prosecuting Cases Involving Vulnerable Individuals

Focus of SVU: Children & Seniors

Child abuse occurs when children are subjected
to physical or sexual abuse, are neglected by their
caregivers, and/or witness a violent act, In 2023,
mare than one=third (35%) of all new cases of
child abuse involved children who had been
sexually abused. Sexual abuze of children may
congst of sexual molestation, child |:|1:-r|111gr..1|:||!|'3.'.
sex trafficking, obscene internet contact with a
child, and other crimes of a sexual nature.

Elder abuse, as well as crimes against other
vilnerable adults, is most often perpetrated by
family members or caregivers. This type of abuse
can range from aggravated assault to fraud, Abuse
fmay involve Frh.:.'r.il:'u'l. gexual, oF emoltional crimes:
In other cases, it may involve neglect, failure to
provide essential care, or financial exploitation,

The Special Victims Unit serves a vital role in

organizations that monitor and investigate crimes
against children and elders /vulnerable adults.

Page 16

Background

The prosecution of felony crimes involving
children, senior citizens, and other vulnerable
individuals is handled by a team of prosecutors,
investigators, and advocates in the Special
Victims Linit.

These crimes pose unique challenges due to the
dynamics of the victims who may be afraid,
embarrassed, or unable to report erimes
committed upon them,

I 2023, this Unit opened 200 new cases and
closed 195, including 9 jury trials.

Members of this Unit lead and actively participate
in these organizations:

= The Anna Crawford Children’s Center Child
Advocacy Center MDT consists of members of
the Special Victims Unit. law enforcement,
child protective service workers, medical
[rrn::-h-m:in:l:u:lll-;_ mental health |1r|:rh'~;'-;i|::|||:|!l.'_
and court appointed special advocates,

= The Cherokes County Child Fatality Review
Board reviewed 11 child deaths through 2023,

= The Cherokee County Adult Abuse, Neglect,
and Exploitation Multidisciplinary Team
(MITh met monthly to review 411 reports of
suspected abuse or neglect of
elders/vulnerable adults in Cherokee County.
Thiz MDT determingd that 268 of the reports
were substantiated allegations and
recommended 16 cases for eriminal
prosecution. Additional information on this
MDT report can be found on page 9.

2023 Annual Report

SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT

Luis Angeles Is Guilty of Rape and
Other Charges

On Februa ry 3 2023, a Cherokee
County jury convicted Luis
Angeles, 41, of Roswell, of rape,
child molestation, and incest,
superior Court Tudge Tony
Baker sentenced Angeles to 50
vears in prison followed by life
an probation under sex offender
Luis Amgeies x|:u:1.'i:|] coandilions,

Charges stem from a Woodstock Police
investigation that began In September 2006, In
two forensic interviews, the 12-vear-old victim
provided details of specific acts that Angeles
committed in Woodstock when she was B, 9, 10,
and 11 yvears old.

Alexander Eppsteiner Admits to
Aggravated Child Molestation

I:Il.tring an ."I.I:Iril 20, 2023
hearing, Alexander David
Eppsteiner, 27, of Acworth,
entersd a non-negotiated guilty
plea to two counts of
aggravated child molestation
and two eounts of child
malestation.

Alexrnder Dieid
Eppsteiner

Superior Court Judge Tony
Baker sentenced Eppsteiner to serve 30 years in
prison, follewed by life on probation. He is also
reeguired 1o register as a s¢x offender.,

Charges stem from a Cherokee Sheriffs Office
investigation that began in April 2021 after a 10-
vear -ilel tald his parents that E:pl:wluim:'r el
been abusing him since he was 7 years old, In a
forensic interview, the child provided specific
details including inappropriate touching, showing
the child pernography, and aral and anal sodomy.

Office of the District Attorney

Major Cases Closed in 2023

During the non=negotiated plea hearing, similar
incidentz involving Eppsteiner were used in
aggravation of sentending. These incidents
included i'.pp;l,t,-inrr I!il.liing @ SEcrel ]:lhn:a-l!l:r of a
Loy using a public restroom 1n Cherokee County,
as well as engaging in sexuval conversations with a
child whao lived in New York.

Jonathan Millwood Pleads Guilty
to Aggravated Child Molestation

On November 28, 2023, Jonathan
Ricky Millwood, 37, of Canton,
pled guilty to aggravated sexual
|Iil|11_'|"!' £ counts), ;lggr.;ull.l._-il
child molestation, and child
malestation.

superior Court Judge Shannon
Wallace sentenced Millwood, a5

Jonathun Ricky
Mibluood negotiated, to 20 years in prison

without the possibility of parole,
lollowed by life on probation subject to sex
offender special conditions,

Chat Fes stem from a Canton Police ir|.'.-'|.'.~|.li|.:_';.;|li.|.m
of sexual abuse allegations that began In March
2023 after a girl under the age of 10 told her
mather that Millwoadd had touched her
inappropriately.

During forensic interviews, the child provided
details of acts that included inappropriate
touching and digital penetration, The child also
underwent a Sexual Assault Nurse Exam (SANE),
and the GBI Crime Lab confirmed that male DNA
was present on the child

To report suspected child abuse,
call Child Protective Services at
Ba5-422-4453. If a child is in
immediate danger, call 911,
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE UNIT

Crimes Involving Families and Loved Ones

Jury Convicts Sean Glover of
Aggravated Assault Strangulation

On March 23, 2023, a Cherokee

County jury found Alr Force

guilty of aggravated assault
strangulation.

Glover had been on trial for
charges of rape, aggravated
assault, aggravated battery, and
battery, Following the jury
verdict, Superior Court Judge Ellen Mcelyea
sentenced Glover on March 31, 2023, to 20 years
with the first 15 vears to serve in conflinement in
the state [0 1500 system,

Sean Dapid
Celoer

Glover told police that his girlfriend had been
“acting weird” and he was eoncerned that she
may have heosn communicating with her ax, While
she was asleep, Glover unlocked her cell phone
to read her texts.

FPage 18

Stafl Sgt. Sean David Glover, 42,

Background

In 2023, the Domestic Vielence Unit openaed 305
pew cases and closed 289, including 7 jury trials.

People of all ages are affected by domestic
violence. Cases often involve the cycle of
violence, Muctuating from a calm period to
tension building to a violent episode, Many
victims express love for their abusers and may
even overlook the danger. An increasing number
of domestic violence incidents involve aggravated
aszault - strangulation.

Highly trained professionals in the Domestic
Yiolence unit are experienced with the unique
challenges inherent in crimes invalving families
and loved ones.

He then became angry and woke her. During a
physical altercation, Glover applied pressure to
her neck and caused her to black out, Her injuries
included a broken wrist, contusions on her nose,
and red marks on her neck. A sexual assault nurse
examiner noted bruising behind both of her ears
and petechis in various lecations, both of which
are signg of severe asphyxiation,

Christopher Roberts Pleads Guilty
to Family Violence Charges

Christopher George Roberts
case was brought to a jury trial
in June 2023, On the third day of
his trial, Roberts, 52, pled guilty
Lo terroristic threats, f.1|'|||'|}'
vielence aggravated assault, and
thelt by taking. Superior Court

Christopher Judge David Cannon JIr.

Cearge Roberts [Continued on next page]

2023 Annual Report

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE UNIT

gentenced Roberis on June 20, 2023, to 30 years,
with the first 15 years in prison. Roberts was
prosecuted as a recidivist offender, rendering

i i :il:ll."li'gl.illl' Fesr |:l:|r|1|1=. Juqlg’l.- Cannon alzo
banished Roberts from Cherokee, Forsyth, and
[Fawson counties.,

Cantan Police became aware of Roberts in April
2020, while responding to a report of a stolen
truck. Officers learned that the truck was stolen
from Roberts roommate and that he had made

threats to hig Eirll":rit':lhl and ex-wife,

After the truck was located in Gainesville, the
Forsyth County Sherills Office apprehended
Roberts, who réeturned to Cherokee County to
face charges. During a bond hearing, the two
women testified on his behalf, blaming his
behaviors on drug abuse. He was released on
Band, Fr|:_t|:_'1_'|;| an an ankle moniter, and ordered Lo
avold drugs and alcohol.

Five months later, Roberts assaulted his girlfriend
and threatened vo Kill her. He grabbed her by the
throat and applied pressure until she lost
consciousness. When she woke up, he said, ®[ just
put you to sleep” and "l could have killed you
right then” He threatened her with a knile an
left the home with her phone, wallet, and car,

Roberts then cut off his ankle monitor, fled the
state of Georgia, and abandoned his girlfriend’s
car in South Carolina. He was eventually
apprehended in Virginia after stealing another
vehicle and fecing from law enforcement in that
slate.

THE
CYCLE OF
VIOLENCE

Office of the District Attorney

Major Cases Closed in 2023

Jury Convicts Gregory Coggins of
Aggravated Assault

A Cherokee County jury
canvicted Gregory Bryan

- Coggins, 38, of family violence
aggravated assault, family
vielenee battery. and cruelty to
childrén in the third -l,Iq'gn.-r.'.
following a trial that ended on

Gregory Congins  August 23, 2023,

Superior Court Judge Shannon Wallace sentenced
Cogginsg on October 31, 2023, to serve 20 vears
with the first 10 years in prison and the
remainder on probation,

L I'|'I1r|.|.:|||.'1.' 16, 2023, Cherokee Sherill's CHTice
firgt became aware of domeastic violence
allegations invelving Coggins, after responding to
a request for a welfare check at a home that
Cogging shared with his pregnant girlfriend and
their infant child,

Several days prior, Coggins had become violently
angry and physicelly assaulted hizs girlfriend
During the assault, hm grabbed her h-:..' the throat
and strangled her. She was unable to recall all the
details of the attack. Following the attack, she
had a large bruise covering much of her chest, as
well as other bruises on her arms, neck, and back.

During the three-day trial, jurors listened to
1esl i|:|'|n:r|'|f|.' Irom iligln wilnesses and viewed 4]

pieces of evidence hefors convicting Cogging,

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE typically follows a pattern, with tension
building. followed by violence, a calm period, and then eyveling back to
tension building, As time pagses, the violent episodes often get more
serious and may lead to a lethal act such as strangulation.

If you or someons you know is impacted by domestic violence, contact
the Cherokee Family Violence Center, CFVC.org. TT0-479-1703. In case
of emergency, call 91L
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DRUG CRIMES

Trafficking, Distribution, and Possession

Man Pleads Guilty to Supplying
Friend with Deadly Dose of Drugs

Omn August 7, 2023, Michael Dalton
Waters, 23, entered a non-
rl.ngul.i.'tl:n:'ql l'.__l;l.lill;:.' Flll.‘:l (3]
inveluntary manslaughter and
distribution of controlled
substances

Sodchane] D
Wiaters

Charges stem from a May 2021
overdose fatality investigated by
the Cherokea Sheriils Office and Cherokes
Multi-Agency Marcotics Squad.

On the evening of May 23, 2021, Waters crushed a
pill into powder form and gave it to 20-year=alg
Talley Power and her 19=-year-old friend. Waters
told the two women that he was giving them
Percocet. At the end of the evening, the friends
want back to Power's home, The I’ullnwmg
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Background

In 2023, nearly 24% of all cases closed by the
District Attorney's Office included felony drug
charges, specifically possession, distribution, or
trafficking of drugs.

Overall, our office received 504 felony drug cases
and closed 721 through guilty pleas and trials, for
a closure rate of 144%.

Fentanyl remains a serious probléem in our
community and dcross the country, Just 2 mg of
fentanyl {as shown here) can be fatal. A 2023 case
highlighted below invoelved fentanyl overdose that
resulted in death. The defendant pled guilty to
involuntary manslaughter.

morning, Power was found unresponsive and
laver pronounced deceased. GBI's Division of
Forensic Sciences determined that the cause of
death was toxic effects of fentanyl and tramadol.
A toxicalogy sereen of her bload tound 14

e roprams of fentanyl and 21 micrograms of
iramadol.

Drugs distributed on the street are typically non-
|:I|I-II maceutical grade and mayv contain
substances other than that in which the user
intended For introduction into the body,
i|11'||.|||ir'|g 1|1111.'||1'!.I_ i synt hetie 11'|:|51'-:|:I Ehat 15 S0l
LIS stronger than herain and 100 times
stronger than morphine.

Al the conclusion of the non-negotiated plea
e ar 1N, Hu|11'rim Court Judge Tony Baker
ordered the defendant to serve a 40-year
sentence with the first 8 vears in prison.

2023 Annual Report

Edward Ball Guilty of Manufacturing
and Trafficking Heroin

A Cherokee County jury convicted
Edward *Jay” Lionel Ball, 40, of
distribution of meth, distribution of
e cnin, lr..'ll'l'iq.'l-ung hEroin, man-=
facturing heroin, and possession of
Fi a fircarm by a convicted felon.
Edward Ball

Superior Court Judge David Cannon Ir. sentenced
Ball an March 9, 2023, ta 60 years with 45 years
m pr 100, Nince e was sentenced as a recidivist,
he will not be I'.'II:::II.'IIIL' for pun‘-:'llq'.

Charges stem from a Cherokee Multi-Agency
Narcouics Sguad (CMANS) Investigation during
which agents observed Ball supplving a known
drug dealer with meth and heroin in Woodstock.
On June 27, 2018, law enforcement oflicers
execited a gearch warrant of Ball’s |I|.'|-|'|!|-|:". where
they discovered nearly a pound of heroin in a
baking dizsh on the stove, The s¢arch was
resumed with hazmat gear due Lo the 4|.'|.r|.H'1'r-::-:|:-.
level of heroln In the air. The heroin In the home
totaled more than 245 grams. In addition, CMANS
agents found meth, scales and baggies uwsed for
ghistribulion, h;lll:lgmm. and ammunition,

While executing a search warmnt of Edwand Ball's homne,
CMANS disconerad nearly o pound ||!,I'i1|.'r|.1i:||. i i baking
dish. [ee to hazandous conditions, agents completed the
search wwarral wearing ezmel gear,

Office of the District Attorney

DRUG CRIMES

Major Cases Closed in 2023

James Aldred IV Admits to
Manufacturing Meth

On Aupgust 17, 2023, James Aaron
Aldred IV, 36, of Canton, pled
guilty to manufacturing,
-',r.'lFI"lrkirlg._ @k H-I."“I'II;_:
methamphetamine. He was
sentenced to 45 years, with 25
Tames Aldred  VEAFS 1O SEFVE [0 prison,

l‘h.i:rge"-: grtem from an j|:|'..'1=xl.ig:|'|j1:ln that started
im Janmuary 2023 when the Cherokee Multi-Agency
MNarcotics Squad (CMANS) became aware of &
multi-state drug trafficking organization. During
the investigation, CMANS agenis cbhserved as
Aldred conducted large drug transzactions in a
Kroger parking lot in Canton.

While execut ing a search warrant ol Aldred's
home, agents found more than 12 pounds of meth.
Agents also found a meth conversion lab, where
four pitchers were filled with nearly 10 pounds of
liguid meth in the process of being converted
inte a solid substance Tor sale, CMANS
determined that Aldred worked at the direction
of a drug cartel headed by a federal inmate.
Aldred would l|:-1||:|'1.'||:|.:nu- and sell illelg:i': mnarcolics,
handling 12-25 kilos of meth at a time,

eside James Aldred’s home, CMANS found four one-gallon
pitchers with 156 ounees of Hguid meth in the process of
being converted tntoe a solid substance. Agenis also found
multiple bags of meth weighing more than 12 pounds.
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DOG FIGHTING

And Aggravated Animal Cruelty

Jury Convicts Randall Thaxton of
Dog Fighting and Animal Cruelty

On December 8, 202%. 2 jury found
Randall Larry Thaxton, 59, guilty
of 9 counts of dog fighting and an
additional 7 counts of cruelty to
animals,

Charges stem from an
investigation invalving multiple
E'mnrgi:i counties. In November,
022 the I:'iu|l|:|ing 1'.'1:-||:'|.|'_|.l Sheriifs Office found
evidence linking Thaxton to a man under
investigation for dog fighting in Dallas, Georgia.
On November 29, 2022, the Cherokee County
Marshal's Office followed up by conducting a
welfare check on Thaxton's Union Hill Road
property.

Rizndiafl
Thextion

After ulrm_*l"l.'ing the :I-::-g:-; o e property, angmal
control officers advised Thaxton of several code
violations, including tethering animals, providing
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Background

Georgia law states that aggravated animal cruelty
can be charged when someone maliciously causes
death or harms an animal, or seriously disfigures
an animal.

Dog fighting is also prohibited by law in Georgia.
Besides harming innocent animals, dog fighting is
often linked 1o other serious crimes, such as drug
sales, gang activity, and even domestic violence.
The Georgia EICO Statute now includes dog
fighting as a predicate act,

In 2023, our office worked with the Cherokee
Marshal's Office to prosecute a dog lighting case
in our county.

adeguate water and shelter, and providing
veterinary care and rabies inoculdtion. Thaxton
agreed to a reinspection date of December 14,
2022 Lo cOome 1nto rq:|||||p|i|:|||:|u::1' with all vieslations,

While onsite for the wellare check, the Marshal's
Office also found signs that Thaxton was involved
in dog fighting.

Officers noticed that eight dogs were tethered
outside with heavy logging chains commonly used
'|:|}' 11-::|g FIgI‘I:I:'I'H. The |;|1:|gx were chained close 1o
each other but just out of reach, a tactic that
serves to bulld dog aggression. These signs of dog
fighting, along with additional investigation, led
to the Marshal's Office obtaining a search
warrant.

On December 8, 2022, the Cherokee Sherill's
Office SWAT team and the Cherokee I::1:||:|:|1:,
Marshal's Qifice arrived at Thaxton's property to
execute a search warrant. Inside the home, they

[Cantificd on next pagEe]
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DOG FIGHTING

found items associated with dog lighting,
including: a break stick (used to pry open jaws of
a dog during a fight); documents linking
Thaxton's dogs to other known dog fighters; a
journal with workout regimens to prepare dogs
for fighting: a catalog to order training
equipment, steroids, staples and medical
supplies for treating wounds; contracts for the
sale of specific dogs to known dog fghters; and a
dog lighting ereed pledging allegiance to the dog
lighting commumity.

The same day, a veterinarian examined the dogs
and found that they had skin infections, rashes
around their necks, and swollen paw pads, One
dog also had a growth hanging from his stomach.
The Cherokee County Animal Shelter took
1'|.|'-;1-::||:I3' of the :Irlgx_ ane ol whom was pregnant,

Thaxton was arrested on December 6, 2022, and
charged with dog fighting and cruelty to animals.
Drog fighting is illegal in all 50 states and the

Case Closed in 2023

Cvistrict of Columbia. It is prevalent in cities,
suburbg, and rural areas, I!ug I1gh[|ng ilni{'-; iy
be housed on rural properties or hidden in
basements, and fights are held outdoors, in barns,
abandoned buildings, and other locations.

At the trial, the State called 11 witnesses (o testify
and presented more than 300 exhibits, Including
photos, physical evidence found in Thaxton's

[ ERF 1 1= ttr‘.‘ll.'!..' Il:rggillg chains, and the thick collars
the dogs were wearing. After deliberating for
about three hours, the jury found Thaxton guilty
of 16 counts.

sSuperior Cour J|||;||,11,' Tony Baker sentenced
Thazton to 20 yvears with five years to serve in
prison. He must pay a fine and complete 360
haurs of 4'|:rn'|:||'||.|r'|il::,,I service, He 1 also larbidden
to own, possess, or breed dogs, and he may have
no contact with dog fighters, individuals who
attend dog fights, or individuals who participate
in any capacity in dog fighting.

[Left to Right] Dogs resceed from Thaxton's progerty fnchle Bird Dog (pictered on previous page), Roscoe, King Kong, and CH,
Law emforcement [ound evidence of mrg [ighting 1o fncluge a break stick, heavy chains to tether the dogs, ond o brielcase
contatnkng decuments proving Thoxten's assoctation with dog flghting.

Office of the District Attorney
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Accountability Court & Pre-Trial Diversion

Accountability Court

Carefully sereened offenders have the
opportunity te overcome substance abuse and Sor
mental health izsues through Accountability
Court pregrams, which take a minimum of 18
manths and require inlensive court supervision.
In 2023:

= Dirug Accountability Court — 39 felony
offenders were accepied and 18 graduated

= Treatment Accountability Court — 9 felony
offenders were accepted and 3 graduated.

* Veterans Treatment Court — 12 felony
affenders were accepted into the program and
3 graduated.

Pre-Trial Diversion

This program offers first-time offenders the
opportunity to rehaltrilitate while deterring future
criminal conduct. Eligible low-risk, non-violent

offenders are presented with an alternative to the

traditional eriminal justice system. By statute,
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Background

The role of the District Attorney’s Office extends
bevond prosecuting cases in Superior Court.

We also participate in Accountability Court
programs that provide certaln defendants the
opportunity to recelve treatment for addictions
and for mental health, with the goal to address
issues that may be leading to criminal activity,

A Pre-Trial Diversion program offers
rehabilitation For first-time offenders who meet
specific requirements to participate in the
program.

Individuals may participate as long as their
offense does not réquire & mandatory minimuom
sentence of incarceration or imprisonment that
cannot be suspended, probated, or deferred.
Policies and procedures established by the
District Attorney determine which of these cases
are admitted,

Since August 2007, a total of 5382 individuals have
participated in the program, with 126 people
entering in 2023, In total, the program has
generated 5233, 580 in administrative fees,
i|'|1.'||.|rJir'|g S50.220 in 2023, which hag bean added
to the Cherokee County general fund.

Pre-Trial Diversion Participants

2005

S

2IEE
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JUVENILE DIVISION

Background

The Juvenile Division of the District Attorney’s
Oifice works closely with Cherokee County
Juvenile Court, Cherokee County School District,
law enforcement agencies, and other
arganizations. In 2023, thig Division received 619
cases and closed T8I,

Juvenile Court is handled differently than the
criminal process for adults. Juvenile offenses Tall
into one of three categories,

s Delinquent acts
» Children in need of services (CHIMNS)
» Traffic offenscs

Facts About Juvenile Court

A delinguent act is an offense committed by a
child under 17 vears old that would be decmed a
criminal offense if it were committed by an adult.
CHINS offenses are attributed 1o children due to
their age, such as truancy, ungovernable child,
runaway, curfew violations, or underage
poszession of aleohaol,

State law requires that all juvenile delinquent and
CHINS offenses be dismissed or petitioned within
30 days of the complaint being filed, unless the
child is detained. When a child is detained. the
petition must be filed within 72 hours and the
trial set within 10 days. The statute does allow
for time limits to be extended upon good cauwse
HTi14. h-f..' arder of the Courl.

The juvenile prosecution team has only weeks to

gather and analyze discovery, request additional
investigation, interview witnesses and victims,

Office of the District Attorney

Prosecution of Juvenile Offenders

Juvenile Court Cases,
2021-2023

2021 Mx2 MIxL

. Received . Choa]

and determine appropriate charges. Juvenile
prosecutors must be familiar with many areas of
prosecution such as sexual offenses, electronic
crimes, drug offenses, and gang offenses,

The goal of the juvenile justice system is
rehabilitation. Disposition of cases relies heavily
upon services within the community and
behavioral health evaluations to determine
appropriate services, More serious cases may
require remaving juveniles from their home and
|:|];11,'i.|1g them in a _jl,n-'rnilr.' detention center,

A Drug Treatment Program for Juvenile Court
uses judicial and community-based interventions
to provide comprehensive response Lo young
people in need of substance abuse treatment and
behavieral imterventions. The program offers an
cducational track and a drug court track. In the
four VEArs gince this program has heen
established, #5 juveniles have participated,
incloding 23 in 2023.
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COMMITTED TO SERVING

Our Community and Beyond

Fhe Office of the District Attorney is committed to serving the citizens of Cherokee County and
I|1~:.'|::-||.rl. Stall members prosecute 1I']I.:III.:..' crimes, assist crime victims, collabhorate with other
organizations involved in the eriminal j'.l-‘\.lll.'i! system, provide training to our partners, educate citizens
about crime trends, and take part in community events.
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District Attorney Susan K. Treadaway
Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit

Cherokee County, Georgia

The Office of the District Attorney i commiited to seeking justice, acting with infegrity. and working with
our partmer agencies to protect the citizens of Cherokee County and the State of Georgi.



